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SCRIPTURE PROOF 
FOR 


Provincial Authority. 


Brethren, 

IAVING, in ſeveral Con- 
ſultations, had Occaſion to 
enquire into, The Original 
State of Church Authority; 
and having, as 'tis hop'd, up- 
on ſufficient Grounds, excluded the Pre- 
tence to an Univerſal Supremacy in any 
ſingle Perſon ; This has led us to an 
Aſſertion, That Provincial Authority, was 
the firſt External. Settled Authority in the 
Church of Chriſt. The Evidence for 
this Aſſertion, within the Compaſs of 
the Sacred Canon, is what our laſt made 
an Entry upon, and we then went thro 
the Hiſtorical Patt of the New Teſtament : 
It remains now to proceed, and enquire, 
J “ 


41 
What Evidence we meet with from the 
Apoſtolical Epiſtles. 

St. Paul, who tells us of Himſelf, that 
he was in Labours more abundant than 
any one of the Apoſtles z and as he was 
peculiarly the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, 
converted more of the Roman Provinces 
than any of the others, as we have alrea- 
dy ſeen from the Hiſtorical Part of the 
Canon of the New Teſtament, has, for 
that Reaſon, in Confirmation, or for the 
better Eſtabliſhment of his numerous 
_ Converſions, left us a larger Collection 
of Epiſtles, than all the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles put together, 

1/7. The whole Collection of Epiſtles, 
attributed to him, are in Number Thir- 
teen, and are generally written either to 
whole Provinces, as thoſe to the No- 
mans and Galatians; (for the Romans 
were not only the Inhabitants of the 
great City, but all the Romans within the 
ſuburbicary Region, 2. e. intra Centeſi- 
mum Lapidem, all the Romans who lived 
within the Compals of an Hundred Miles 
round about the great City, which was 
the peculiar Province ot the Præfectus Ur- 
bis) And if Primitive and Apoſtolical Diſci- 
pline, had been able to have kept its Force 
amongſt us, it ought (till to have confin d 

the 


[5] 
the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of that great 
City, within thoſe Limits, whatever Pri- 
macy or Prerogative of Honour he may 
pretend to, as being Biſhop of the Imperial 
See. The other Galatia was a known 
conſiderable Province in Aſia, of which 
Ancyra was the Metropolis. 

zaly. Or elſe, Secondly, St. Paul's Epi- 
ſtles, were written to the ſeveral Metropoles, 
or Mother Cities of Provinces, to be by 
them communicated to the reſt of their 
Brethren within the ſaid Province; as 
thoſe to the Epheſians, Corinthians, Phi- 
lippians, and Theſſalonians ; tor Epheſus 
was the Metropolis of the Proconlular 
Aſia, Corinth of Achaia, Philippi of one 
Part of Macedonia, Theſſalonica of the 
Other. 

34ly. Or clſe, Thirdly, Such as were 
written to the Metropolitans themſelves ; 
as thoſe to Timothy and Titus, with In- 
ſtructions how to govern the Provinces 
under them. There is but one material 
Exception to this general Obſervation, 


and that is St. Pauls Epiſtle to the Co- 


loſſians: For though Coloſſæ was a conſi- 
derable City of Phrygia, yet it was nor, 
but Lavdicea then was, the Metropolis 
of that Country; whatever, therefore, 
might be the Occaſion of directing it to 


Coloſſæ, 
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£67 
Coloſſze, for it is not expreſſed by the Apo- 
ſtle, yet it is very remarkable, that in 
that ſhort Epiſtle, he four-times makes 
mention of Laodicea, with equal Care 
for them as for the Colaſſians, Chap. ii. 
ver. 1. and Chap. iv. ver. 15, 16. Salute 
the Brethren which are in Laodicea — 
And when this Epiſtle is read amongſt 


you, cauſe It to be read alſo in the Church 


of the Laodiceans, and that ye hkewiſe 


read the Epiſtle from Laodicea. But if 


there may be room for Conjecture, tis 
very probable this Epiſtle was ſent by 
Oneſamus, when he brought St. Paul's 
Letter of Reconciliation to his Maſter 
Philemon, who then liv'd at Coloſſæ, and 
then this will account for the Objection 
both of this and that to Philemon, viz. 
Why this Epiſtle to the Colaſſians, and 
that to Philemon, were written, the one 
to a private City, the other to a private 
Perſon, when all the reſt of St. Paul's 
Epiſtles ſeem to be written, either to 
whole Provinces, or to the Metropoles 
of Provinces, or to the Metropolitans : 
For the Date of both theſe private Epi- 
ſtles ſcems to agree with this Conjecture 
entirely, both of them being written from 
Rome, and brought by Oneſimus at the 

9 ſame 
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ſame Time; but that is not wholly to be 
relied on: that which more ſtrengthens 
the Probability is, the Salutations (which 
are own d to be St. Pauls own) are much 
the ſame in both the Epiſtles. 

But beſides this general Obſervation, 
that St, Pauls Epiſtles were, for the moſt 


part, directed either to whole Provinces, 
or to the Metropoles of Provinces, or to 


the Metropolitans, (except thoſe to Co- 
loſſæ and Philemon, which have been ac. 
counted for) there is a ſtronger Argu- 
ment for the Provincial Authority may 
be drawn from them, in that ſometimes 
the whole Epiſtle, ſometimes the Matter 
of it, though the Epiſtle it ſelf may be 
directed to a ſingle City or Perſon, yet 
are order d to be communicated to the 
whole Province. 

Thus, to look back a little, the conci- 
liary Epiſtle or Decree of the Apoſtles, 
met in Council at Jeruſalem, was direct- 
ed not only to the Gentiles of Antioch, 
where the Controverſy firſt began, but al- 
ſo to thoſe of Hria and Cilicia, Acts xv. 
23. and was accordingly communicated 
by Paul and Barnabas to the Antiochi- 
ans, ver. 30. and upon Barnabas's Depar- 
ture tor Cyprus, by Paul and I Sas, to the 

reſt 
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[8] 
reſt of the Churches throughout Syria and 
Cilicia, Acts xvi. 4. 
So alſo St. Pauls two Epiſtles to the 
Corinthians, are directed not only to the 
Church of God which is at Corinth, but 


to all Saints which in every Place call 


upon the Name of Feſus Chrift, which 
the Interpreters confine to thoſe within 
the Region or Province of Achaia, 1 Ep. 
cap. i. ver. 2. and indeed have good Rea- 
ſon for ſo doing, becauſe St. Paul himſelf 
expreſly does it in the Direction of his ſe- 
cond Epiſtle to them, 2 Cor. cap. i. ver. 1. 
Paul an Apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, and Ti- 
mothy our Brother, unto the Church of 


God which is at Corinth, with all the 


Saints that are in Achaza. 

Now this Achaia, when Greece had 
been ſubdu'd by the Romans, compre- 
hended all Attica, even Athens it ſelf; 
all Pelopormeſus, Lacedemon, Argos, the 
Ithmus, and Achata, properly ſo call'd, 
or the Country of the Achivi; and in- 
deed, all that the whole Republick of 
Greece, in its moſt flouriſhing Condition, 
had ever enjoy'd, except in A/ia ; for 
which Reaſon, when the Romans reduc'd 
it to the Form of a Province, they gave 
it the Honour,of the Proconſular Dignity : 

| | Tull 
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Tully tells us, (a) Achaia was a Pretorian 
Province (as indeed all the Roman Pro- 
vinces were at firſt) but by the Law of 


Clodius was made Proconſular. And 
Pliny, under Trajan, writing to Maxi- 
mus, juſt then made Proconſul of Achaia, 
ſays thus to him, (6) Conſider your ſelf ſent 
into the Province of Achaia, that true 
and very Greece, in which we are taught 
#0 beheve both Human Letters, and Corn, 
were firſt invented, And afterwards he 
ſays further, (c) This is the Country which 
firſt gave us Laws, not upon Force, but 
at our own Requeſt : Iis Athens you 
are going to, tis Lacedæmon you are to 
govern. Thus far, therefore, and to thus 
many, St. Paul directed his Epiſtles to be 
communicated by the Church of Corinth; 
for that City was then the Metropolis and 
Seat of the Roman Proconſul of Achats, 
and conſequently made the Metropolis of 
St. Pauls Converſions in that Province. 


— 


(2) Achaia cum eſſet Pretoria Lege Clodià Pro- 
conſularis eſt facta. Orat. in Piſon. ; 

(5) Cogita re miſſum in Provinciam Achaiam 
illam veram, & veram Græciam, in quia primum 
Humanitatis Literæ & Fruges, inventæ elle cre- 
duntur. 

(e) Hanc efſe Terram que nobis miſerit Jura, 
que Leges non Invitis ſed Petentibus dederit : 
Athenas eſſe quas adeas, Lacedemonem eſſe quam 
Regas, Plin. Ep. Lib. 9. oo ult. 
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[ 10 ] 


We have yet a further Argument, for 
this Provincial Communication, from 
St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Coloſſians, Chap, 
iv. ver. 16. When this Epiſtle is read 
among ſt you, cauſe it to be read alſo in 
the Church of the Laodiceans, that 


ye likewiſe read the Epiſtle fromLaodicea. 


This Text has cntertain'd the Learned 
with a double Difficulty; firſt, about the 
Critical Reading of it; 2dly. About the In- 
terpretation of it; which, it we can clear, 
will ſhew us, 'tis a full and plain Evidence 
of what we produce it for, The Provincial 

Communication of St. Pauls Epiſtles. 
The Learned Grotius, upon this Place, 
has poſitively aſſerted the true Reading 
of this Text to be without the Prepoſi- 
tion [tx] T Aa, of or belonging 
to Laodicea, I never willingly depart 
from this great Man's Judgment, and 
therefore, upon this Occaſion, made a 
narrow Search amongſt the Collectors of 
the various Readings in the Greek Text, 
and find the Prepoſition preſerv'd in all 
of them : For I find but one various 
Reading upon this Text, and that is in 
the Sixteen Span Manuſcripts colla. 
ted by the Marquis de Veleg, where the 
Conſtruction indeed is alter'd, but the Pre- 
poſuion preſery'd, and the Senſe too; for 
they 


„ 

they read it, (a) Let the Epiſtle from Laodi- 
cea be read by you ; which intimates ſome 
Epiſtle they either had, or were to re- 
ceive from Laodicea, which ſufficiently 
vindicates our Engliſb Verſion in tranſla- 
ting it, The Epiſtle from Laodicea; for if 
all the Manuſcripts, notwithſtanding their 
various Reading, do till preſerve the Pre- 
polition [2x] there is no room for the 
Conjectures of the Learned Grotius. 

But then of what Epiſtle theſe Words 
are to be interpreted, remains {till a 
Doubt, becauſe in all the Canonical 
Epiſtles of St. Paul, we do not find 
one, which was ever own'd by the 
Catholick Church to be directed to 
the Laodiceans; Marcion indeed, that 
early Heretick, (for he flouriſh'd in the 
beginning of the third, if not in the 
latter End of the ſecond Century) in 
his Book which he call'd Apo/tolicon (a 
Rhapſody compos'd by him chicfly from 
St. Pauls Epiſtles, but thoſe miſerably 
confounded, mutilated, and interpolated) ; 
this Heretick, I ſay, in order to ſupport 
his own wretched heretical Opinions, 
has, in that Book, quoted an Epiſtle of 
St Paul's to the Laodiceans. 


(4) He Azodinvias vulv dyaytivuerntes. 
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The Book itſelf has indeed been long 
Joſt, and the Loſs not very deplorable; 
but Tertullian, who was Contemporary 
with him, in his fifth Book againſt Mar- 
cion, for ſo many he wrote, to give him 
a thorough Confutation, has, fo carly as 
that, taken Notice of, and diſcover'd the 
Fallacy, or rather the Blunder of the He- 
retick ; for in the cleventh Chapter of 
that Book, he tells us, (a) As to the other 
Epiſtle, which we have written to the 
Epheſians, but the Heretichs to the Laodi- 
ceans. And again, chap. xvii. (%) The true 
Church reckons that Epiſtle ſent to the 
Epheſians, not the Laodiceans, yet Mar- 
cion was pleas d to interpolate the Title, to 
ſew himſelf by that a diligent Critick ; But 
we need not concern ourſelves about Titles, 


for when the Apoſele writes to ſome, he 


writes to all. So that Tertullian ſeems 
to be of Opinion, that the Epiſtle which 
the Laoaiceans had, was that which Saint 


— 


— 


(a) De alia Epiſtolà quam nos ad Epheſios præ- 
ſcriptam habemus Hzretici vero ad Laodicenos. 
'Terrull. adv. Marc. Lib. V. Cap. 11. | 

(5) Eccleſiæ quidem veritate, Epiſtolam iſtam 
ad Epheſios habemus emiſſam, non ad Laodicenos, 


ſed Marcion ei titulum aliquando interpolare ge- 


Kit, quaſi & in iſto diligentiſſimus explorator ; nihil 
autem de titulis intereſt, cum ad omnes Apoſtolus 
ſcripſerit dum ad quoſdam. Ibid. Cap. 17. 


Paul 
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[ 13 ] 
Paul directed to the Epheſians, and may 
eaſily appear to have been ſo, from this 
Account following. 
Epheſus, at the Time when St. Paul 
wrote his Epiſtle to them; was the Metro- 
polis of the whole Proconſular Aſia, and 


at that Time, too, Phrygia Minor was a 


Part of that Proconſular Province: For 
when the laſt Attalus, by Will, bequeath- 
ed to the Romans the whole Pergame- 
man Kingdom, which then contained 
both the PHrygias, and ſeveral other Mari- 
time and ſome Inland Provinces of the Mi- 
nor Aſia ; Strabo tells us, they declared the 
Whole to be one Province, (a) Calling 
it Aſia after the Name of the Continent. 
So that at that Time, Phrygia Minor, was 
look'd upon, or taken for no more than 
a Dioceſe, or ſmaller Diſtrict within a 
larger Provincial Juriſdiction. 

For ſo Antient is that Word [Atwinm- 
oc] in the ſelf. ſame Senſe and Significa- 
tion we now uſe it; nay, we find it older 
than Chriſtianity itſelf ; for when the Pro- 
vince of Cilicia was given to Tully with 
Proconſular Dignity (who was the only 
one I can ever find fo had it) ; he tells 


— 


(») Oi & Emypyay dmSetay mv π¾π] .,, Amav 
mapaoarivorſes, Ouarumor 7% Hmaggy. Strabo Lib. 
XIII. p. 429. 


D 
us, 


L 14 ] 
us, in a Letter to Servilius, [1/auricus 1 
ſuppoſe} he had three A/zatick Dioceſes 
added to his ſmall Province ; His Words 
are theſe, (a) Of all my Province of Cili- 
cia, to which you know there were three 
Aſiaticx Droceſes added, I have not 
had more familiar Converſe with any one 


than with Andro the Son of Artemon of 


Laodicea, he was not only my Hoſt, 
whilſt in that City, but alſo very apree- 
able to my Way and Manner of Life. 
And ſo recommends him to Serviliuss 
Favour. This ſhews that Laodicea was 
the Metropolis, or chief City of one of the 
Aſaatick Diſtricts or Dioceſes, and therefore 
what was ſent to Epheſus the Prime Metro- 
polis with Order to be communicated to 
the whole Proconſular Aſia; muſt by them 
be firit ſent to the Laadiceans, and by 
the Laodiceans to other Cities of their 
Dioceſe of Phrygia Minor, of which Co- 
loſſæ was one ; which may be ſufficient 
to account for Tertullians Suppoſition, 
that this Epiſtle from Laodicea, was that 


— 


(a) Ex provincia meà Cilicienſi, cui ſeis 
Tess Atomtiſ ceic Aſiaticas attributas fuiſſe nullo ſum 
familiarius uſus quam Androne Artemonis filio 
Laodicenſi, 3 habui in ea civitare cum 
hoſpitem, tum vehementer ad meæ vitæ rationem 
& conſuetudinem accomodatum. Tull. Ep. ad 
Fan. Lab. AE Ep. #7. | 

which 
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which St. Paul had directed to the Ephe- 


But this is further confirmed to ns by 


Epiphanius, for he, in his forty-ſecond 


Hereſy, concerning the Marcionites, has 
preſervd for us ſome Fragments of Mar- 
cion's Apoſtolicon, in one of which is con- 
tained a Citation of Marcions, from Saint 
Paul's Epiſtle, as he calld it, to the Lao- 
diceans ; the Words of which Citation 
are at this day read in St. Pauls Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians: To cover this Miſtake 


or Blunder of their Leader, the Diſciples - 


or Followers of Marcion, forg d an Epiſtle, 
in St. Paul's Name, to the Laodrceans, 
which we find was extant in St, Ferome's 
time, but ſuch an one as he at the ſame 
time tells us was exploded by every one : 
Nay, there is ſtill extant in the German 


Edition of Elias Hutter's Polyglotte Teſta- Pe Scriv. 


ment, ſuch an Epiſtle, whether the ſame 


that was extant in St. Ferome's time, is Paulus- 


not certain, but ſuch an one as wants no 
more than once Reading over, to con- 
vince it of the Forgery. And for theſe 
Reaſons Tertullian's Opinion has gene- 
rally obtain'd in the Catholick Church; 
that it was the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, 
which was communicated to the Laodi- 
ceans, as being a Part of the Proconſular 


Aſia, 


26 ] 


Afia, and was by them to be communi. 
carcd to all the Churches of their Diſtrict 
or Dioceſe in the Lefſer Phrygia. 

But to conceal nothing, there are fome 
Interpreters of Great Name and Autho- 
rity, who have gone another way in the 
Interpretation of this Text; St. Chryſoſtom, 
for Inftance, upon the Place, takes it for 
an Epiſtle wrote by the Laodiceans to 
St. Paul; and is in this followed by 
Occamentas, and other Greek Commen- 
tators, who generally do no more, than 
either implicitely tranſcribe or abridge 
him; St. Paul indeed does often men- 
tion Epiſtles wrote to him by his Con- 
verts, but they are uſually ſuch as do 
complain of ſome Irregularities, which 

want his further Directions to cure and 
_ corrett them; and therefore we find none 
of them recciv'd into the Canon of Scrip- 
ture; nor would this, if it had been ſuch, 


been ever commanded by St. Paul to be 


read publickly in the-Churchof Coloſſæ, be- 
cauſe that, from ſo great an Apoſtle, would 
have been a ſufficient Canonization of it. 

And therefore, we find this Opinion 
dropp'd even by the Admirers of St. Chry- 
ſoſtom; tor Throphylact, who cloſely fol- 
lows him in all his other Commentaries, 
deſerts him here, and takes this Epiſtle from 
Laoaicea, 


Owe] 
Laodclicta, to be St. Pauls Firſt Epiſtle to 
Timothy ; this Opinion ſhews, that in 
Theophylacts Time, which was about the 
middle of rhe Eleventh Century, St. Chry- 
ſoftom's Notion was not fo well receiy'd. 
Bur, however, were even this Notion of 
Theophylaf's true, it would ftill anſwer 
the Deſign of our Evidence ; for thus in 
Tertulliaus Notion, the Communication 
was made by the Metropolitan Church 
of Epheſus : In Theophylat?'s Notion, it 
was made by the Metropolitan Bzſhop 
of Epheſus, and ſo either way muſt be a 
Provincial Communication, 

But "TheophylatF's Opinion ſeems to 
have been too modern, to outweigh the 
early and contemporary Evidence of Ter- 
tullian, and theretore Grotius, in his Pre- 
face to his Commentary upon the Epiſtle 
to the Epheſians, to compoſe all, gives ns 
another conjectural Interpretation, with- 
out any Authority to ſupport it; 2. e. 
He ſuppoſes St. Paul to have actually 
wrote an Epiſtle to the Laodiceans; 
(a) Which was no more than a Tranſcript 
of that to the Epheſians, as if St. Paul, 
under ſuch a Multitude of Affairs he was 
then ingag'd in, and the Preſſure of his 
Bonds too, could be at Leiſure to tranſ- 


(#) Eodem tenore. Grot. Pref. Com. in Epheſ. 
cribe 


[ 18 ] 


ctibe his own Epiſtle ; and, therefore, 1 
ſhall conclude this critical Diſſertation 
with what our Learned Dr. Hammond 
ſeems more inclinable to, vzz. That it 
was the Epiſtle to the Epheſians com- 
municated by them to the Laodiceans, 
and by thoſe to be communicated to the 
other Churches of Phrygia, which is more 
agreeable to thoſe Circumſtances of 8. Paul, 
and to the Cuſtom of that Time. 

Our next Evidence for Provincial Au- 
thority from St. Pauls Epiſtles, is that of 
his Epiſtle to Titus, cap. i. ver. 5. (a) For 
this Cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
foulaſt ſet in Order the Things that are 
 wantmg, and ordain Elders in every City, 
as I had appointed thee. 

Crete, where Titus was appointed to 
this Office by St. Paul, is a noble Iſland, 
lying in the Mediterranean Sea, between 
the Ægean and Cyrenaick, not far from the 
Head of the Morea, or Peloponneſus ; which 
has been famous from the earlieſt Dates of 
Hiſtory, for the Number and Populouſneſs 
of its Cities; Homer, in his Catalogue, 
calls it, () An Iſland of an hundred Cities. 


(a) "Iva nt eie &ndoghocy, Y xglacions 
1 Tl62uy TigeaBuligus- #46 
(5) oA KAY Exgſhpumnuy dpgeriperte, 


Iliad, B. 649. Neil 
. | gt 
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Virgil (a) alſo tells us of them. 

And Strabo, who wrote in Auguſtus's 
Time, tells us, (5) There were indeed 
many Cities in Crete, but three of them 


the Chief, viz. Gnoſſus, Gortyna, and 
Cydonia. So that here was Room 
enough for Provincial Authority where 
there were ſo many Cities; for that is 
uſually defined by twelve ; and in mo- 
dern Provinces we often find them con- 
tent with fewer. 

It is not much, material to our preſent 
Queſtion, when the Date of this Con- 
verſion ſhould be fix'd, or what Time it 
was St. Paul left Titus in Crete for the 
Eſtabliſhment of this Authority, ſince 'tis 

lain from the Text itſelf, St. Pau? did 
cave him there for that End. 

The eminent Roman Annaliſt, and 
our learned Dr. Hammond ſeems to agree 
with him in it, fixes it about A. D. 54. 
at the Time when St. Paul went from 
Macedonia into Greece, which the learned 
Cardinal ſuppoſes, he did not do by 
Land, but made his Paſſage by the Æge- 
an Sea, and ſo took the Iſland of Crete 


(a) var” wa Wr habitant magnas, uberrima 
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in his way; but tis no ſmall Prejudice 
to this Hypotheſis (for ſuch it is, and no 
more) that St. Lules Hiſtory is wholly 
ſilent concerning it, which ſo diligent an 
Obſerver of St. Pauls Travels as St. Lule 
was, could hardly poſſibly have been, if it 
had happen d within the Compaſs of his 
Obſervation, as that Year plainly did. 

And therefore in this caſe I am more 
inclinable to follow a more accurate An- 
naliſt, our very learned Biſhop Pearſon, 
who in his digeſting his Annales Pau- 
lini, has, I dare venture to ſay, out- done 
the Diligence and Exactneſs of all who 
have gone before him in that Argument: 
Now he, becauſe St. Luke is wholly ſilent 
in that Matter, fixes it to that Quinquenni- 
um, which all Writers allow St. Paul be- 
tween his firſt Deliverance from his Bonds 
in Rome, and his laſt Impriſonment there; 
and more particularly to that Time when 
he took his Journey into Spain, which he 
had promis d in his Epiſtle to the Romans; 
for from thence he might caſily ſail to 


Crete, and ſo back into Aſia, where tis 


plain he was, during ſome part of that 
Quinquennium; and for this our learned 
and more accurate Annaliſt fixes the 63d, 
or Beginning of the 64th Year of Chriſt, 
which was the roth of Nero. . 
Ut 
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But this does not ſo much concern the 
Provincial Authority, the Evidence for 
which from this Text, muſt ariſe from 
an accurate Explication of thoſe Terms, 
in which St. Paul delivers this Command 
tO Titus, xc ſν Ka IG IId u re οο - 

For the better underſtanding of 
which, we muſt conſider, the Provincial 
Juriſdiction of the Roman Magiſtrate was 


generally ſo large, that in Aid and Aſſiſt- 


ance of it, and for the more expeditious 
Diſpenſation of Juſtice amongſt the Pco- 
ple, they uſually divided it into ſmaller 
Diſtricts or Adminiſtrations (as has been 
before hinted) which they called Diæceſes, 
for, that indeed is the original Import of 
the Word Aue, which, in its pri- 
mitive Inſtitution, ſignifies no more than 
Adminiſtration in general. 
Theſe Diſtricts or Adminiſtrations were 
commonlymodell d by a City and its Terri- 
tory or Dependency ; for every Roman City, 
and ſo had the Greeks before them, whether 
it was Colony, Free City, Social King- 
dom, or Præfecture, had a Portion of 
the Country round about it always aſſign d 
for its Limits, the Tghabitants of which 
were obligd to have Reſort to the chief 
City for Juſtice in all their Controver- 
ſies: This is what the learned Antiquary 
5 e | Roſmus, 
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Roſas has remark'd, (a) The Servitude of 
Cities lay chiefly in this, that they ſhould 
obey the Roman Laws and Magiſtrates, 
for which Reaſon in every Province there 
were ſeveral Diæceſes, or ſeveral Places 
or Meetings or Conventions either for 
raffick, or for Fuſtice, (for Forum ſigs 
. nifies both) and theſe had their ſeveral 
Diſtrictis or Territories appointed them, 
which were to repair thither to demand 

Fuſtice from the Roman Magiſtrate. 
This may be further cleared by a few 
Inſtances, amongſt many. that might be 
produc'd, from Ti//y, in order to give us 
a ſufficient Foundation for explaining St. 
Paul's Katz IIdAn, according to this 
known Method of the Civil Provincial 
Juriſdiction of the Romans : It might in- 
deed be cleared from many other Roman 
Writers, of the firſt and beſt Authority, 
but 1 chuſe rather to make uſe of Tuliy, 
becauſe he is, by all, acknowledged to 
be ſufficiently well vers d in the Laws of 


— — * 
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(a) Servitus autem quam dixi civitatum, tota 
in eo poſita fuit, ut legibus & magiſtratibus Ro- 
manis obtemperarent, qua de causà in ſingulis 
Provinciis, diverſe Diœceſes, ſive diverſi Conven- 
tus, ac diverſk fora conſtituebantur ; eiſq; ſuæ cui- 
2 Civitates attribuebantur, quæ eo, juris 3 magi- 

ratu Romano poſcendi cauſa, conyenirent, Roſin. 
Lib. X. Cap. 22. | ; 358 


his 
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his own Country, and alſo to haye been, 
as far as his Courage would allow him, 
a true Friend to the Cauſe of Liberty: 
and livd and wrote at ſuch a Time, 
when Liberty was upon the Decline, and 
Dominion gaining the Aſcendant. 

Now the Inſtances from him, to il- 
luſtrate what we are about, are theſe : In 


his 13th Book, Ep. ad Fan. Ep. 53. he 


recommends his Friend Genucilius Cur uus, 
to Thermus, who was then Propretor of 
the Province ; deſiring that he would ſup- 
port and protect his Affairs in Helleſpont 

particularly that Right and Title, the City 


of Parium Pariana Civitas] had given 


him to ſome Lands in their Tercitory ; 
and that he would not ſuffer him to be 
harraſsd with Appeals; but if he hap- 
pen'd to have any Controverſy with any 
of the Helleſpontiac Diſtrict, he prays him, 
(a) That he would ſend it back to be deter- 
mined by the Furiſdiction of that Dioceſe. 
Another Inſtance we have of his own 
Management in his own Province of 
Cilicia: In a Letter to Cato, he tells him, 
when he came into his Province, the Day 
before the — of Auguſt, and by 


he 


(a) Ut in illam —— rejiciat. Tull. Lib. 
XIII. Ep. ad Fan. Ep. 53. 


teaſon 


4.4. M1 
reaſon of the advanc'd. Seaton was to 
haſten to the Army, he ſtaid but two 
Days at Laodicen, four at Apamta, three 
at Synnada, and as many at Philomelium ; 
(a) In which Places, when he had held great 
Conventions, he freed many Cities from 
heavy Tributes, grievous Uſuries, and bur- 
thenſome Debts: So quick a diſpatch he 
made of Juſtice in ſo ſhort a Time. He 
repeats the ſame thing to Appius Pulcher, 


and there tells him, Thoſe were the Dio- 


ceſes or Diſtricts he had in Aſia, Cis Tau- 
rum, on this Side the Mountain Taurus, 
for Cilicia was beyond the Taurus And 
again, he repeats it to his Friend Atticus, 
where he tells him farther : (5) But the 


haraſſed Cities were eaſed, becauſe they 


were at no Expence, either for him, his 
Legates, Quæſtors, or any Body. For 
theſe particular Dioceſes, or Juriſdictions, 
were ſometimes adminiſtred by the Pro- 
conſul or Prætor himſelf, ſometimes by 
the Legates, ſometimes by the Quzſtors, 


* 


(a uibus in Oppidis, ſays he, cum Magni 
e fuiſſent, K-16 lus Acerbiſſimis 
Tributis & Graviſſimis Uſuris, & Falſo Are Ali- 
cuo Liberavi. Tull. Ep. ad Fam. Lib. 15. Ep. 4. 
(5b) Levantur tamen miſerz Civitates, quod nul- 
lus fit ſumptus in nos, neq; in Legatos, neq; in 
Quæſtorem, neq; in quemquam. Tull. Ep. ad. 
Att. I. 5. Ep. 16. 
ſome- 
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fometimes by a ſpecial Prefect, ſent by 
the Proconſul or Pretor. 

And that Crete it ſelf, of which we 
are now tteating, was thus govern'd at 
this Time; we have an Authentick Evi- 
dence from SFrabo, who livd ſo near 
Tully, as to write his Book in the Reign 
of Auguſtus; for he having given us a 
large Nee of the Hiſtory and Polity 
of the antient Cretans, concludes his Ac- 
count with theſe Words, (a) They had not 
much of thoſe ancient Laws and Conſti- 
tutions left > But were govern'd, in his 
Time, by the Roman Conſtitutions, even 
as it happen'd in other Provinces. 

From. theſe authentick Evidences then, 
thus ariſing from the Nature of the Thing, f 
and the Hiſtory of the Time, we plainly ' 
ſee both the Method and the Model of 
the Civil. Provincial Authority at that | 
Time; and therefore, if the Principles | 
; laid down are ſtrong enough to infer it, 
have Reaſon to conclude, that when 
> St. Paul commands Titus () To Ordain 
; Elders in every City, he bids bum ſtabliſh 
1 — 
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Dioceſan Epiſcopacy .in the Provincial 
Method ; which may, 1 hope, be ſuffici- 
ent to clear us from that troubleſome Lo- 
gomachy, ariſing from the Ambiguity of 
the Word, Presbyter in the New Teſta- 
ment; for though it may ſometimes ſig« 
nify a plain Presbyter, oftner does a Bi- 
ſhop, nay, ſometimes ſi gnifies even an 
Apoſtle himſelf; yet thus, tis evident, it 
muſt here mean a Dioceſan Biſhop, ſettled 
in the Provincial Method. 
This may be further confirm'd to us, 
by finding, in plain Fact, that it really 
H. E. lib. was ſoz, for Euſebius, very early, about 
eg, the Middle of the Second Century, un- 
der M. Aurelius Antoninus, giving an Ac- 
count of ſome Catholick Epiſtles, written 
about that Time to ſeveral Churches, by 
Diony/ius Biſhop of Corinth, mentions one, 
(a) To the C I Gortyna, together 
with the other Churches throughout Crctc. 
In which he commends Phil Biſhop of 
Gortyna, which was the Metropolis, 43 
at the ſame time, ſhews he had ſeveral. 
Dioceſans in the Iſland beſides; for, even 
by the ſame Hand, we find another Let- 
ter directed to the Church of Gnoſſus, a 
known and famous City of Crete, in 
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which he mentions Pinytus their Biſhop ; 
In which he commends Pinytus the Bi- 
ſhop of the Dioceſe. Now this plainly 
ſhews us, there were ſeveral TIzpoixizy at 
that Time in Crete; and that Word 
TIzzoizy, throughout the whole Hiſtory 
of Enſebius, conſtantly ſignifies the Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopate ; which is, I think, as 
plain Evidence as Fact can give us, that 
Crete was then ſettled under Dioceſan 
Epiſcopacy in the Provincial Method. The 
Antient Notitiæ do further ſhew this, as 
likewiſe the Subſcriptions to the Council 
of Epheſus and Chalcedon; and the Sy- 
nodical Epiſtle of the Cretans to Leo the 
Emperor: And laſtly, the lateſt Editor, 
Carolus a Sancto Paulo, reckons Ten 
Dioceſans, under the Metropolitan of 
Gortyna, 

Thus far St. Pauls Epiſtles have led 
us into an Enquiry aftet the Settlement of 
Provincial Authority, within the Canon 
of the New Teſiament; There remain 
ſtill two more conſiderable Evidences of 
the ſame, viz, St. Peters two Epiltles, 
and thoſe of St. 7ohn to the Seven 
Churches of Aſia; but in theſe we may 
be the more brief, becauſe in Opening the 
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Evidence from St. Paul's Epiſtles, we 
have had ſo large Occaſion to explain the 
Nature of that Civil Provincial Autho- 
rity, by which the Romans then govern d 
the World. 

St. Peter inſcribes both his Epiſtles to 
the Strangers ſcatter d throughout Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Aſia, and Bithynia; 
for though the Enumeration of the Pro- 
vinces be not repeated in the Inſcription 
of the Second Epiſtle, yet he tells them, 
This Second Epiſtle, Beloved, I now write 
unto you, in 476 which I fiir up yaur pure 
Minds by way of Remembrance : Which 


plainly intimates, this ſecond was written 


to the ſame Perſons the former was: 
The Original is ExAzxTot πε EH ; 
Tizomopaes Tyre, &c. which ſhews, Saint 
Peter to own himſelf the Apoſtle of the 
Circumciſion, and that theſe two Epiſtles 
were direacd only to the convert Fews 
of the Diſperſion throughout thoſe Pro- 
vinces. 

Now theſe Provinces had been ſome 
Time, all, or moſt of them, the Domi- 
nion of the Great Mithridates, that ſturdy 
Enemy of the Romans; but upon his 
Reduction, which was finiſhed by Julius 
Ceſar after Pompeys Death in © /ZgYpt, 
they were, by his Succeſſor Auguſtus, 

; ſettled 


[ 29 ] 


ſettled in the Form of Roman Provinces 
ſome of them as proper Provinces, ſome 
as Tetrarchies, ſuch was ſometimes Ga- 
latia; ſome as ſocial Kingdoms, fuch 
was, during the Life of Nicomedes, Bithy- 
nia; but when he, by his laſt Will and 
Teſtament, left it as a Legacy to the Ro- 
mans, as Attalus did Aſia, we find Pliny 
the younger, under Trajan, {cnt Procon- 
ſul of it, as a Province. 

Theſe Provinces, I ſay, thus fix d under 
the Romans, had their ſeveral Metropoles, 
and under them, ſeveral Dioceſes, or in- 
ferior Diſtricts, as has been above deſcrib'd, 
which the lateſt Editor of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtick Notitia, before - mention d, thus 
reckons: 

Pontus, call'd Dioſpontus, or Heleno- 
pontus, had for its Metropolis Amaſea, 
and Fifteen Dioceſes under it. 

Galatia had for its Metropolis Ancyra, 
and Sixteen Dioceſes under it, if that call d 
Pontus Polemoniacus be reckon d to it, 
as it uſually is. 

Cappadocia had for its Metropolis Cæ- 
ſarta, and Sixteen Dioceſes under it. 

Aſia had for its Metropolis Epheſus, 
and a large Number of Dloceſes, hich 
will be accounted for under St. Jon's 
Evidence. | 


Bithynia 


| 
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Bithynia had for its Metropolis Nico. 
media, and Seventeen Dioceſes under it; 
ſo chat whatever Title St. Peter might 
have, cither to the Patriarchate of An- 
tioch, or the pretended univerſal Vicar- 
ſhip at Rome, 'tis plain, from Scripture; 
he did eſtabliſh a large Provincial Juriſ- 
diction in theſe noted Provinces of Aſia 
Minor. 

t remains only, to conſider thoſe Epi- 
ſtles written by St. John to the Seven 
Churches of Aſia; Now tis plain they 
were written by him, during the Time 

Rev. c. 1. Of his Exile in the Iſle of Patmas, which 

V-9- was about the Fifteenth Year of Domitian; 
A. D. 95. and therefore, probably, after 
St. Timothy's Remove by Death : But how- 

H. E. 1.3. ever that was, Emſebius tells us, Aſia was 

c. 1. the Province which happened to St. ohm; 
and it is as plain too, that St. Paul fix d 
Timothy, the firſt Biſhop of Epheſus: 
Suppoling therefore they might live toge- 
ther, as for ſome Part of their Life they 
neceſſarily muſt do, yet St. Fohn might 
act by the unlimited Authority of an Apo- 
ſtle; Timothy, under the limited Autho- 
rity of a fixed Biſhop. 

The Aſia here. mention'd, - ſince the 
Learned Diſſertation by Primate Uſher, 
is by all agreed to mean the Provincial 
: or 
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or Proconſular Aa: for Aſia had three 
different Significations; in the largeſt 
Senſe it ſignify'd the Third Part of the 
then known World, in Contradiſtinction 
to Europe, and Africa; in a more con- 
tracted Senſe, it ſignify d only that Part 
of the Great Continent which was known 
by the Name of Aſia Minor; and in the 
ſtricteſt and narroweſt Senſe, it ſignify d 
no more than the Provincial or Procon- 
ſular Aua: Now this Provincial Aſia, as 
has been before remark d, contain d no 
more of Aſia Minor, than what had be- 
long d to the Pergamenian Kingdom, and 
was left by Attalus as a Legacy to the 
Romans. MS | 

Accordingly,” we find all the Seven 


Churches, to whom theſe Epiſtles of Saint 
Fohn were inſcribd, within this Com- 
paſs; Epheſus was the Metropolis; Smyr- 
na Was 2 confiderahle City in Jonia; Per- 


gamus was the chief City of Troas; Thy- 
atira, Sardis, and Philadelphia, were in 
Lydia, as it is largely taken, and com- 
prchends Myſia, and Caria, but, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, Sardis was the chief City of 
Lydia, properly fo calld: Thyatira of 
Myſia, and Philadelphia (built by Atta- 
tus Philadelphus) of Caria; and Laodi- 
cea, as We have before ſeen, was the 
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ſo wete they now rtykond as ſo 


tions, Within the Provincial: ot Proconſus 


| lar Juriſdiction. $ 7: oft; 


And thus we find, even before the 


Death of St. John; though tis true he was 


the longeſt. li d- Apoſtle, a ptoper Pro- 
1 
tan with ſo many Dioceſans under him; 
and, if we look into the ancient Notitiæ, 
and Subſcriptions; about the Fourth or 
Fifth Century, we ſhall find the Number 
increaſed, in that Proconſular Province, 
ro above an Hundred; which may, I 


Hope, be ſufficient to make good our 


Aſſertion, That Provincial Authority was 
the Firſt External Settled Authority in the 
Church of Chriſt, And further, if this 
Scripture. Eyideuce can hold its Ground, 
er look d upon 
„ not only that 
Epiſcopacy, Bus a Provincial Epiſ 
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